Congenital hypothyroidism. Clinicopathological aspects and biochemical screening.
Congenital hypothyroidism is the commonest endocrine disorder of childhood. Early thyroxine therapy will ameliorate or prevent the considerable physical and mental retardation that is the hallmark of infantile hypothyroidism, and evidence is presented that a neonatal screening programme for thyroid hormones will reveal evidence of primary thyroid hypofunction (1/4 500 births) in infants prior to clinical diagnosis.